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KEY FACTS ABOUT
GEORGIA MEDICAID

The American Dental Association’s Health
Policy Institute reports that low-income people
are the more likely to report failing to receive
care for dental services, versus other health
care services, due to cost. 

Access to dental care improves employability
and reduces health care costs. The new adult
benefit is projected to produce up to
$18,000,000 in savings on medical care. 

Studies have found that adults with access to
preventative care have lower dental care
costs, up to 43% with 5 continuous years of
preventative care, due to reductions in
emergency department visits and oral
surgeries.

Increasing reimbursement can enhance
access to care.    Georgia's last major
increase raised rates to the 75th percentile of
a commercially available fee survey in 2001. It
brought an additional 500 providers into the
program.

DENTAL MEDICAID’S ADDED VALUEGeorgia's ranking in the U.S.: fee-for-
service Medicaid reimbursement as a
percentage of dentist charges for child
dental services:
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Georgia’s reimbursement rates have not risen
since 2022. Prior to 2021 and 2022, Georgia
left rates largely stagnant for over a decade.  

Most codes have been hollowed out by
inflation, reducing purchasing power by more
than a third. Most of 25 most utilized codes
need a 36%-50% increase to return to their
2010 purchasing power. 

When adults on Medicaid receive enhanced
dental coverage, studies have shown that
provider supply and benefit generosity
determine whether they find themselves
competing for limited slots with others,
potentially limiting the benefit of obtaining
coverage. 

GEORGIA’S REIMBURSEMENT RATE HISTORY

Table 1. Regional Comparison of Medicaid FFS Reimbursement 

7

8,9

  1. National Trends in Dental Care Use, Dental Insurance Coverage, and Cost Barriers.; 2024. Accessed June 12, 2024. https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-
org/files/resources/research/hpi/national_trends_dental_use_benefits_barriers.pdf?rev=2521e916a91046149c267e3c66062663&hash=BB52C4F62A8AE4B156CA76DB2B17EFB0 
 2. Vujicic M, Fosse C, Reusch C, Burroughs M. Making the Case for Dental Coverage for Adults in All State Medicaid Programs.; 2021. 
 3. Okunev I, Tranby EP, Jacob M, et al. The impact of underutilization of preventive dental care by adult Medicaid participants. J Public Health Dent. 2022;82(1):88-98. doi:10.1111/jphd.12494 
 4. Elani HW, Kawachi I, Sommers BD. Changes in emergency department dental visits after Medicaid expansion. Health Serv Res. 2020;55(3):367-374. doi:10.1111/1475-6773.13261 
 5. Griffin GS, Mcguire L. Medicaid Dental.; 2021. Accessed June 12, 2024. https://www.audits.ga.gov/ReportSearch/download/27359?
_gl=1*13zreu9*_ga*MTY3Njc2NDU3MS4xNzE0NjYwMDA0*_ga_8Z4RV13R5J*MTcxODMxMDcxNS4yLjEuMTcxODMxMDgwNy4wLjAuMA..*_ga_65FL79Y113*MTcxODMxMDcxNS4yLjEuMTcxODMxMDgwNy40NC4wLjA. 
 6. Borchgrevink A, Snyder A, Gehshan S. The Effects of Medicaid Reimbursement Rates on Access to Dental Care.; 2008. www.nashp.org 
 7.  Using Appropriate Price Indices for Analyses of Health Care Expenditures or Income Across Multiple Years. Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. April 2024. Accessed June 12, 2024. https://meps.ahrq.gov/about_meps/Price_Index.shtml 
 8. Wehby GL, Lyu W, Shane DM. The Impact of the ACA Medicaid Expansions on Dental Visits by Dental Coverage Generosity and Dentist Supply. Med Care. 2019;57(10):781-787. doi:10.1097/MLR.0000000000001181 
 9. Khouja T, Burgette JM, Donohue JM, Roberts ET. Association between Medicaid expansion, dental coverage policies for adults, and children’s receipt of preventive dental services. Health Serv Res. 2020;55(5):642-650. doi:10.1111/1475-6773.13324 
 10. Medicaid Fee-For-Service Reimbursement as a Percentage of Dentist Charges and Private Dental Insurance Reimbursement, 2024.; 2024. Accessed June 13, 2024. https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-
org/files/resources/research/hpi/hpidata_medicaid_reimbursement_2024.xlsx?rev=245a97af29a0462a83fbc119729e54bb&hash=B786501CE2682EB4AD064083483F7207 


